General Information on Breed-Specific Problems
Selective breeding for desirable traits inevitably also concentrates on potentially harmful genes.  Like all other breeds, the Labrador has its own variety of possible inherited medical problems.  The primary clinical conditions involve the joints, eyes and heart, with obesity often an additional problem.
Hip Dysphasia
Although partly hereditary, this condition can also be related to excessive weight or over-vigorous exercise during puppy hood.  The OFA indication on the pedigree is proof the dog has been x-rayed and cleared.
Hereditary Eye Disease
Labrador Retrievers may suffer from a variety of inherited eye ailments.  The CERF on the pedigree is proof that the dog has had his eyes examined by a canine ophthalmologist and has been cleared of any defects.
